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My dear Cousin-. 


I had a note from Frank Brewer^ 
who writes that he has been to see you with 
regard to a permit for him to collect sea 
birds and asks my officies in his case. 

I do not know anything about the nature of 
these permits,nor the sort of person for whom 
they are intended,nor anything of Brewer's 
standing as a naturalist. His family,however, 
are among the older members of the summer 
colony at Pigeon Cove;they have been neighbors 
of ours there almost ever since I can remember; 
and I have known young Brewer almost from a baby. 
The family are admirable people,and among the 
closest of our summer friends. Of the boy, 

I have the best possible impression;so that I 
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feel sure that you can rely absolutely on any 
statements which he makes*and trust his 
discretion in using a permit,should he obtain 


If he eomes into the class to which 


one. 


such permits are commonly granted,I am sure 
that he, as an individual } is entirely worthy, 

I had a visit from Charlie Noyes, wfcth whom 
I went over the affairs of the Downs estate. 

We agreed that the will which is among her 
papers would probably not stand in court if 
contested, since it was made only about, a year 
before her commitment to the asylum. Since, 
however,there Is a will which gives the property 
to charity,it would perhaps be more natural 
for the family to act rather as relatives than 
as heirs. 


Yours very sincerely, 
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My dear Cousin: 

I went alone to Hanover with 
my father's body,for my brother needed to 
go back at once to New York, Happily, 
according to last reports,he found the boy 
practically out of danger. Professor Lord 
met me at the station,andDr. Tucker at the 
grave with a youn^ clergyman of the town. 

We had the commitment servise there. His 
grave is in a lovely spot,just behind his 
college. 

Something will have to be done,by and by, 

with the Downs estate. I have kept the 

* 

books,collected the income,and paid the bills 
for the last seven years,my father merely 
keeping general oversight;and Alice, since my 
mother died has looked out for Miss Downs) 
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as to personal matters. All this,except 
paying out money,we can continue for the 
present until some other arrangpent is made. 

I can also,if the family cares to have me, 
succeed to my father's connection. There is 
a certain advantage in having the guardian 
in Andover,with the house here and Danvers 
accessible. I sujn>se,considering Miss 
Bombs' s age and t condition,the itousi jls not 
likely to continue long. 

1 write you,sup posing you to be one of 
the heirs; 1 am not sure o,f any other. 

I trust that neither of Tuesday's 
funerals proved to be to the detriment of 
the living—there is always danger in such 
gatherings in the cold weather. 

Yours most sincerely, 



February eleventh. 
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My 


dear Cousin: 


* 

I am,I need not say, highly 


gratified at the position which you take 

with regard to my father's continuing his 
trusteeship. It would,of course,be a 

grief to him to give it up,but he would be 

the last man to cling to any position where 
he felt that he was no longer useful. Besides, 
it was my mother's wish that the matter should 
be knight up again;for she felt that txiere 
should be nothing tafeen for granted. 

Father continues to be nervous and 


rest less,but I ao not think that he is 
especially unhappy. He does not want to 
go to Pigeon Cove again,and we shall rent the 


house for at least part of the summer and 
dispose of it later,if we can. 











